3. Essay 30% due March 14th in class

The purpose of the essay is to allow you to explore a current issue in tourism in relation to

development, which is of interest to you. The essay must be within the theme of the course,

which is on the role of tourism in the development process broadly defined. Essays can focus on

developed or developing countries or both. The essay should be 7 pages maximum, double

spaced with 1 inch margins. Anyone obviously exceeding this limit (i.e., greater than 7 pages)

may be penalized. The papers are expected to be written according to one of the referencing

styles listed above. They should be organised in an obvious and logical fashion. The use of

subheadings is recommended. The papers must be typed or word-processed and the originals

submitted. You need to use at least 7 journal articles or articles from an edited book. If you want

to use websites, these must be in addition to the 7 journal articles or articles from an edited book.

You must have references which are not in the class textbook. Your essay should begin with a

clear question or statement that you are going to examine. All students must clear the topic with

the instructor. For example:

Tourism development can promote sustainable development.

Sustainability is a barrier to tourism development.

Western theories of development for tourism do not apply in non-western settings.

Community based tourism will ensure that a destination will benefit from tourism.

Tourism is controlled by multinationals resulting in exploitation rather than development in the destination

The majority of tourists are not interested in becoming “Green Tourists” which limits the

tourist’s role in sustainable tourism development.

Employment in the tourism industry in developing countries may be more valuable than

in developed countries.

International terrorism has a significant impact on using tourism as a development tool.

Other current issue in tourism related to the development process.

Tourism is too volatile an industry to be a reliable mechanism for development.

Tourism is often the only option to promote development in a destination.

Suggested Format

Introduction (purpose of the paper) (1 page)

Clearly state your research question or statement and how you will address it in your

paper

Literature Review and Analysis (4 pages)

Summarise the main points, issues, and results outlined in the literature. The literature

review should be structured to prove or disprove your research statement or question.

Use examples to support your arguments. This section should be clearly organised

under subheadings.

Conclusions (2 pages)

You will be expected to provide conclusions and recommendations to deal with those

issues or problems raised in the previous section. A high grade in this section will

refer to facts, previous research, written work (literature), etc.

Style

The final product should reflect your insightful, critical, and present creative thinking.

The major intent of this part of the evaluation is to reinforce students who extrapolate

the readings beyond their obvious intent. This is an area where the student's ability to

extend the writers' ideas, rather than merely repeat what the authors have written, will

result in a higher grade. Students who apply the paper in interesting ways or see its

importance in original ways, (i.e., differently to what the writer makes obvious), will

be rated more highly in this section.

Essay Grading Criteria

10 Introduction (purpose of the paper)

25 Literature Review and Analysis

15 Conclusions and Recommendations

10 Style, Organisation, Clarity,

10 References

70 Total
