Can these statistics you have on tourism contribute towards the indicators you have onutline in Part 1? What are the strengths or weaknesses of the statistics?

Strengths/weaknesses of -indicators – complicated

-beyond the scope of this research


There are both strengths and weaknesses in the UN’s sustainable development indicators that are used to measure tourism’s role in development.  Firstly, as stated by Sharpely and Telfer (2002), development is such as a complex process.  The strengths to these indicators that are used to measure development are are that they take into account all factors of sustainability and do not just measure economic development.  The weakness in these indicators is that it is very complicated to measure them as well as to ensure an even balance within the themes of sustainability.  And thus, there are several sub-themes to take into account such as management of radioactive waste and contraceptive prevalence rates.  Furthermore, it is well beyond the scope of this research to accurately measure these indicators.  An alternative would be to measure more simplistic indicators, which would also be limited as they would not take into account the considerable amount of variables to consider in sustainable tourism development.

Contraceptive Prevalence Rate
 Main Telephone Lines per 1000 Inhabitants 

what role can tourism play in the dev. Process 

-clearly tourism can contribute to gdp, employment

-may help to preserve env. But also lead to damage. 

env. –coastal, water quality

1) comment on the strengths and weaknesses of statistics, 2) What can you say about the strengths and weaknesses of development indicators.

What can you say about the strengths and/or weaknesses of development indicators and the role that tourism can play in the development process? 

These statistics show that the tourism plays an increasingly strong role in Guatemala’s economy.

Although having abnormally high or low population densities of species in tourist areas may potentially lead to ecological change through the effects of altered patterns on the ecosystem (Hidinger, 1996).  
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