Challenges and Opportunities for Rural Tourism in Japan
-Rural Japan-very rural, yet very high tech. –farmers with cell phones and computers

-Has 6852 islands with 400 inhabited

-approximately 80 active volcanoes

-Japan 128 million 

-Tokyo population 12.3 million

-Greater Tokyo area has 33 million

Rural villages
-small villages are becoming depopulated

-villages being combined or becoming part of nearby cities

Key Issues for Japanese Agriculture
-Long time focus on rice

-Average farm 1.1 hectare

-Farmers taking second jobs or leaving profession

-Difficulty competing in global markets

-Flow of young from villages to cities

-Aging farming population

Otia, Kyushu

-rural area, volcanic soils

-Hot springs (Beppu)

-Historical attractions-Buddhism centre of Japan

-Depopulating and aging

-Strong links to ancient traditions

-stong gender divide

-Importance of village life and responsibilities

-Conformity

Agritourism
-rural setting

-consumption of agriculture-related attractions, events, products and accommodations

-preservation of cultural heritage and landscape

-educational component

-revitalisation of economies

Green Tourism in Japan
Definition: Holiday activities while staying at a farming village, fishing village and/or forestry village  (Japanese Ministry of Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry)

Green Tourism in Japan (2)
Background: Compensate and rejuvenate declining agriculture (fishery or forestry) economies

-Good source of public funding

-Creation of employment opportunities

-Revitalisation of traditions and customs

-Movement for “locally grown, locally consumed” products

(3) Concepts: Adopted from Ecomusee (comes from France, design outdoor living natural living)

-Hub (core) attraction and satellite attractions

-Small to medium scale farmers

-Involvement of various stakeholders other than farmers/fishers

Core and Satellite EcoMuseum
-go with fishermen, community involvement

Benefits for hosts
-better utilization of agriculture products

-extra source of income for farmers

-Providing more structured work-leisure life style

-Innovation of new food products and crafts using local materials

Benefits for Guests
-Communication between rural villagers and urbanites

-“Healing” of fatigued souls and bodies of urbanites in a rural environment

-Experiential activities (farming, fishing and forestry) for urban dwellers

-provision of organic products

Areas of Interest
-tradition vs. modern
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