The Guatemala government

explains that this is

the result of a lack of efficient

natural resources

management and strategic planning of

the region’s resources use. It requested

the assistance of IUCN–The World

Conservation Union to formulate a

national conservation strategy to

improve resources management for

long-term development. Local and

international conservation groups also

have been facilitating multilateral projects

to develop community-based eco-
According to the Ecotravel Center

(www.ecotour.org), because visitors

typically spend only one or two days

in the region, the local communities

have received few benefits from

tourism, although tourism is one of the

Petén’s primary industries.
Improvement of facilities and

services is an issue managers should

address.
Reassessment of the park’s conservation

measures and entrance fees will

help future management planning.
More than 80% of

the respondents answered that they

were willing to pay a higher entrance

fee for improvement of environmental

conservation of the park. To be environmentally

sound and to promote the

moral and ethical responsibilities of all

players are basic premises of ecotourism

development (Wight 1994).
These efforts facilitate achievement of

long-term local and national benefits

from resource-based tourism, as well

as sustainable resource management.
Guatemala is the largest and most populous of the Central American countries with a GDP per capita roughly one-half that of Brazil, Argentina, and Chile. The agricultural sector accounts for about one-fourth of GDP, two-fifths of exports, and half of the labor force. Coffee, sugar, and bananas are the main products. The 1996 signing of peace accords, which ended 36 years of civil war, removed a major obstacle to foreign investment, and Guatemala since then has pursued important reforms and macroeconomic stabilization. On 1 July 2006, the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) entered in to force between the US and Guatemala. The distribution of income remains highly unequal with about 56% of the population below the poverty line. Other ongoing challenges include increasing government revenues, negotiating further assistance from international donors, upgrading both government and private financial operations, curtailing drug trafficking, and narrowing the trade deficit. Remittances from a large expatriate community that moved to the United States during the war have become the primary source of foreign income, exceeding the total value of exports and tourism combined. 



GDP (purchasing power parity): $61.38 billion (2006 est.) 



GDP (official exchange rate): $35.25 billion (2006 est.) 



GDP - real growth rate: 4.6% (2006 est.) 



GDP - per capita (PPP): $5,000 (2006 est.) 



GDP - composition by sector: agriculture: 22.1% industry: 19.1% services: 58.7% (2006 est.) 



Labor force: 5.02 million (2005 est.) 



Labor force - by occupation: agriculture: 50% industry: 15% services: 35% (1999 est.) 



Unemployment rate: 3.2% (2005 est.) 



Population below poverty line: 56.2% (2004 est.) 



Household income or consumption by percentage share: lowest 10%: 1.6% highest 10%: 46% (1998) 



Distribution of family income - Gini index: 59.9 (2005) 



Inflation rate (consumer prices): 5.8% (2006) 



Investment (gross fixed): 15.5% of GDP (2006 est.) 



Budget: revenues: $3.84 billion expenditures: $4.431 billion; including capital expenditures of $750 million (2006 est.) 



Public debt: 18.6% of GDP (2006 est.) 



Agriculture - products: sugarcane, corn, bananas, coffee, beans, cardamom; cattle, sheep, pigs, chickens 



Industries: sugar, textiles and clothing, furniture, chemicals, petroleum, metals, rubber, tourism 



Industrial production growth rate: 3.6% (2006 est.) 



Electricity - production: 7.2 billion kWh (2005) 



Electricity - consumption: 6.625 billion kWh (2005) 



Electricity - exports: 335 million kWh (2005) 



Electricity - imports: 23 million kWh (2005) 



Oil - production: 16,370 bbl/day (2006 est.) 



Oil - consumption: 73,510 bbl/day (2006 est.) 



Oil - exports: 15,560 bbl/day (2006 est.) 



Oil - imports: 72,960 bbl/day (2006 est.) 



Oil - proved reserves: 526 million bbl (1 January 2005) 



Natural gas - production: 0 cu m (2004 est.) 



Natural gas - consumption: 0 cu m (2004 est.) 



Natural gas - proved reserves: 3.087 billion cu m (1 January 2005 est.) 



Current account balance: -$1.533 billion (2006 est.) 



Exports: $3.71 billion f.o.b. (2006 est.) 



Exports - commodities: coffee, sugar, petroleum, apparel, bananas, fruits and vegetables, cardamom 



Exports - partners: US 44.8%, El Salvador 12%, Honduras 7.2% (2006) 



Imports: $9.911 billion f.o.b. (2006 est.) 



Imports - commodities: fuels, machinery and transport equipment, construction materials, grain, fertilizers, electricity 



Imports - partners: US 31.3%, Mexico 7.9%, China 6.1%, El Salvador 5%, South Korea 5%, Panama 4.6% (2006) 



Reserves of foreign exchange and gold: $4.061 billion (2006 est.) 



Debt - external: $3.908 billion (2006 est.) 



Economic aid - recipient: $250 million (2000 est.) 



Currency (code): quetzal (GTQ), US dollar (USD), others allowed 



Exchange rates: quetzales per US dollar - 7.6026 (2006), 7.6339 (2005), 7.9465 (2004), 7.9409 (2003), 7.8217 (2002) 



Fiscal year: calendar year
