Intro and First seminar info

Hi all,

This is a test message to ensure that you are all receiving emails from this source. Please drop me a line to let me know you have seen it. (Also - Dave Telfer - did you wish to receive ongoing messages about TREN 1F90 while on sabbatical? Please advise).

I have posted TA / Marker-Grader photos on the home page (except for Peter - forthcoming). Given the recent changes and seminar reassignments, please let me know if all of the associated information on the page about locations and scheduling is still accurate. Also, please let me know if your seminar room gets changed by the Scheduling Office on the day of your first seminar.

To address concerns about lack of geographical literacy amongst students, I have informed the first year class that they will be responsible for knowing the locations and names of all of the countries in the world, plus all of the provinces and states in Canada and the USA. To aid them in this task, I have posted links to some interactive map learning tools, as well as a PDF set of outline maps (with and without labels) so they can practice associating country names and locations. i also put a link to the CIA World Factbook, which despite its associations with a slimy militaristic bureaucracy, is a good, centralized, free souce of basic geographical, demographic, political and cultural information on countries around the world. FYI, these links appear in the readings section on the lecture schedule for 19 September,  and I have informed students that they can expect to see some questions testing their geography knowledge on exams throughout the semester. (I anticipate that we might want to ramp up these expectations in term 2 to include capitals and significant cities  - what are your thoughts, Dave Telfer?).

Best of luck with your first seminar meetings next week. Remember that the posted schedule of seminar leaders can be modified at your discretion to accommodate drops, transfers, or other perturbations in seminar enrollment. Please make sure, however, that you inform the students of any such changes well in advance of their presentation dates, and keep me in the loop as well.

P.S. The links for the map resources are reproduced below:   

Places, People and Spaces Quiz Resources
Your Term 1 objective is to learn country names and locations for all of countries on all of the continents in the world, and to know all of the provincial / state names and locations for Canada and the USA.
Map games at maps.com: http://www.maps.com/FunFacts.aspx?nav=FF#
CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
Outline map workbook: download at 

http://www.brocku.ca/tren/courses/tren1f90/2007/mapbook.pdf 

Cheers
Dave Brown
